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On designing US Global strategy, the Bush administration put a great
emphasis on the importance of the “China factor”. The US assessments of “China’s
rise” are characterized by “ambivalent perception”. On the one hand, the Bush
administration expects China to act as a “responsible stakeholder” that works with
the United States to advance the international stability; on the other hand, it worries
that China will pose threats to international and regional security in the aftermath
of “China’s rise”. Such ambivalence has led the Bush administration to see China
as “a country at strategic crossroads” that can pose both positive influence and
negative impacts on international security situation due to the ambiguity of China’s
strategic intention. The Bush administration is currently taking dual-track strategy-
leadership/engagement and confrontation/hedging - to deal with the “China factor”.
Washington counts on leadership/engagement strategy to encourage China to
continue down the road of reform and openness, while it resorts
confrontation/hedging strategy to deter China from challenging America’s interests.
For the future of US global strategy, it would depend on the continued assessments
of China’s “intentions” and “capabilities”. No matter what strategy Washington
will take to cope with the “China factor”, the “China factor” will continue to be a

key strategy issue for the United States in the decades to come.
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