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Since the KMT returned to power in March 2008 and proposed to stop
the competition for diplomatic partners with China, the world has seen more
reconciliatory moves between both sides. Yet the strategy of "modus vivendi"
diplomacy does not ater Taiwan's isolated status in the international
community. This article argues that the source of Taiwan's diplomatic
isolation is the concept of state sovereignty--Political leaders in Taiwan
consider the island as a sovereign state thus being eligible for participating in
international affairs, while the Chinese government still treats Taiwan as a
renegade province. By utilizing the concept of external sovereignty, this paper
evaluates the achievements in diplomatic areas clamed by the KMT
government, and discusses the possibility for Taiwan to join international

organizationsin the near future.
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