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Over the past year, the security issue of East Asia has been under the influence
of various factors and has undergone great changes, especially the problem of
nuclear proliferation. The instigation and expansion of an arms race in the Asian
Region will have a massive impact on the strategic environment of Taiwan. This
is especially true due to the recent aggravation of the North Korean Nuclear Crisis
and the development of China’s new generation nuclear weapons. Will Japan
tolerate another neighboring country to be in possession of nuclear weapons while
it remains to be the only country in North-east Asia without nuclear weapons?
And how will this affect Tokyo’s faith in the protection of US nuclear umbrell?
This is the chief concern over the development of North Korean nuclear crisis,
because the emergence of a nuclear Japan will inevitably have a vast impact on

the existing East Asian strategic framework and balance of power.
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22,174
21,211
17,287
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10,475
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300 540
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300 525
250 510
300 500
300 450
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260 450
185 450
185 470
200 350
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5(1989-2005)

435 59,124
430 55,863
435 48,176
435 40,161
435 34,897
400 30,571
400 27,131
400 24,121
400 23,203
400 22,637
400 22,184
400 21,871
400 20,567
400 20,150
400 29,317
400 29,308
400 28,245

7] ¥5i: Natural Resources Defense Council, “Nuclear Notebook: Global nuclear stockpiles,
1945-2006,” The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Vol.62, No.4(2006), p.66.
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MRBM: Medium-Range Ballistic Missile; IRBM: Intermediate-Range Ballistic Missile; ICBM:

Intercontinental Ballistic Missile; SLBM: Submarine-launched Ballistic Missile.
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