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With the removal of barriers to foreign direct investment (FDI) which follows
the lowering of barriers to trade, the neo-liberal globalization has ultimately
challenged state sovereignty. Under the push of the United States as well as the
pressure of multinational capital, since 1995 the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) began to initiate negotiation of multilateral
agreement on investment (MAI) which would have high standards of liberalization
with scarcely a mention of the social responsibility of corporations. In the
language of the opponents, this is not an investment agreement, but a corporate rule
agreement.  As the negotiation dragged on, non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), opposed to the MAI, gained ground. This occurred largely as a result of
intensive NGO lobbying of several OECD member states. Also, the Internet
greatly facilitated activities of NGO activists. This article examines how the
anti-MAI campaign emerged, worked, and had influence, seeking to apply
Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink’s advocacy network theory to this case
study.
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4. David Brown, Sanjeev Khagram, Mark H. Moore, and Peter Frumkin, “Globalization, NGOs, and
Multisectoral Relations,” in Joseph S. Nye Jr. and John D. Donahue eds., Governance in a
Globalizing World (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 2000), pp.271-296.

% John Clark and Nuno Themudo, “The Age of Protest: Internet-Based ‘Dot Causes’ and the
‘Anti-Globalization’ Movement,” in John D. Clark ed., Globalizing Civic Engagement: Civil Society
and Transnational Action (London: Earthscan Publications Ltd, 2003), pp.109-126.

® Jordan and van Tuijl, op.cit. pp.2051-2053.
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® Thomas Fredman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree (New York: Anchor Books, 2000), pp.10-15.
® Josée Johnston and Gordon Laxer, “Solidarity in the Age of Globalization: Lessons from the
anti-MAI and Zapatista Struggles,” Theory and Society, Vol.32, No.1 (2003), p.44.
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2 Ibid., p.8.
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® Thomas Risse-Kappen, “Bringing Transnational Relations Back In: Introduction,” in Thomas
Risse-Kappen ed. Bringing Transnational Relations Back In: Non-state Actors, Domestic Structures
and International Institutions (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995), pp.22-25.

19 Keck and Sikkink, op.cit., pp.12-13.
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%2 Jackie Smith, Social Movements for Global Democracy (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2008), p.3.

* International Labour Organization, “A Fair Globalization: Creating Opportunities for All,” The
Report of the World Commission on the Social Dimensions of Globalization, p.8,
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* bid. , 61.

40 Gordon Laxer, “Progressive Inter-nationalist Nationalisms,” in James Goodman and Paul James
eds., Nationalism and Global Solidarities: Alternative Projections to Neoliberal Globalisation (New
York: Routledge, 2007), p.114.
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“ Ibid.

* Ruth Reitan, Global Activism (New York: Routledge, 2007), pp.116-117.
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