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In the post-Cold War era, internal conflicts in Third World countries, mostly
caused by racial, religious and ethnical complexities, often escalate into
large-scale civil wars and genocide, a phenomenon diplomatic community called
“humanitarian crisis.” The developments highlight the vulnerability of failed
states with a collapsing authority and divided society. The terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001 promoted a view that failed states may pose a major threat to
the international security. Many cases show that some failed states are the haven
for terrorist activities, including illegal weapon and drug trade and transnational
organized crime. In addition, the chaos resulting from collapse of state laws and
government dis-function often lead to massive movements of displaced people
and refugees, spread of infectious diseases, famine as well as human rights
violation. The internal chaos within a failed state became the source of the
instability and insecurity of the international system. This paper will describe the
characteristics of failed states in the first place, and then explore how they affect
regional and international security. Finally, the author will discuss what role the

international community may play in coping with the failed states.
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