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China's Asymmetric Warfare Strategy
and Security across the Taiwan Strait

Kao-cheng, Wang

Abstract

An asymmetric warfare strategy means to defeat the enemy by using
one’s strength to attack the opposite’s weakness. There have been two
different visions of theories on relations between an asymmetric warfare
strategy and the outcome of a war. Andrew J. R. Mack has argued that it is
the resolve rather than the force that matters in explaining why a weak state
can win over a large one. Ivan Arreguin-Toft rather argued that the strategy
chosen by the rival states is the decisive factor for the outcome of the war.
China has taken the asymmetric warfare strategy and has been preparing for
its implementation. Beijing intends to use it as a way to deter or obstruct U.S.
involvement in a possible military conflict in the Taiwan Strait and to attack
or coerce Taiwan by forces. Taiwan should take several measures to counter
off China’s asymmetric warfare strategy: increasing its defensive capabilities,
developing its own asymmetric warfare strategy and forces, sfrengthening its

people’s resistant will and mobilization capability.
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