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This paper attempts to utilize a cognitive approach to examine Taiwan-China
relations. The author assumes the deadlock between both sides can attribute to a
common view shared by strategic analysts in China that recovery of Taiwan is an
important step in the process of China’s rise. Strategic community in China began
to show interest in China’s rising strategy in the mid-1990s, with various scholars
debating about the possibility and strategy of China’s rise onto the world stage as a
great power. Recovery of Taiwan, which was formerly considered as a purdy
domestic issue, were interpreted by strategic analysts in Beijing as an important
strategic objective that China has to achieve in the process of great-power
competitions in Asia. This development unfortunately creates a distorted
understanding of the rising national identity in the Taiwanese society. This is
why Chinese leaders are more sensitive and intolerable to Taiwanese leaders’
attempts to strengthen Taiwan’s sdlf-identity and dignity, and consider such

policies adopted by the latter as direct threat to China’s national security.
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