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Entering the 21 century, East Asia is poised to become the new strategic center of gravity
in international politics. The development of East Asia’s security situation is characterized by
economic development and strategic competition, paving the way for various scenarios of
regional security order construction. This study seeks to explain the development of East Asia’s
security order through three different pathways — “hegemonic stability”, “balance of Apower”,
and “multilateral institutions”. Tt concludes that with the exception of China, most regional
actors have regarded the maintenance of status quo as the major goal of constructing regional
order. East Asia has formed some regional security order to ease and manage regional tensions.
On the issues of low politics, East Asia’s multilateral security institution such as ASEAN has
constructed international norms i.e. nonalignment, noninterference and common security to
regulate regional actors’ behaviors. As for the issues of high politics, they are mainly managed
by US hegemony’s diplomatic and military interference or, by multilateral consultations among
regional great powers. The analysis of this study has shown that different pathways have been
developed to construct East Asia’s security order and these pathways are increasingly tempered

by transnational cooperation.
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