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Since 1970s the development of the International Political Economy (IPE) has gone
through three major stages including the Politics of International Economic Relations (PIER),
the International Political Economy * and the Global Political Economy (GPE). The main
purpose of this article is to investigate the reasons for the transformation of this new academic
discipline. The author also tries to distinguish different research agenda, approaches, and
methodologies among various stages. To study these questions may help us clarify the
relationship between IPE and other field of studies such as the “International Economy”, the
“Political Economy”, and the “International Relations”. The typical textbooks and relative
articles of the IPE will be reviewed and analyzed in this study. Especially, the arguments and
assumptions of Joan Spero’s The Politics of International Economic Relations, 1977, Robert
Gilpin’s The Political Economy of International Relations, 1987, Susan Strange’s State and
Market: An Introduction to the International Political Economy, 1988, and Ronen Palan’s

Global Political Economy: Contemporary Theories, 2000 will be compared.
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1 Robert Gilpin, U.S. Power and the Multinational Corporation: The Political Economy of Foreign
Direct Investment ( New York: Basic Books, 1975) . p. 43. :

2 Martin Staniland, What is Political Economy ? (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1985) . pp.
109-110.

' Harry G. Johnson, International Economic- Questions Facing Britain, the United States and Canada in
the Seventies (London: British-North American Research Associations, 1970). p. 24. (cited in Staniland,
What is Political Economy? p. 106) .

2 2l

2 Robert O. Keohane and Joseph Jr. Nye, Power and Interdependence: World Politics in the Transition
(Boston: Little Brown, 1979). p. 38.
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* 3£ 23, p. 116.
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* Robert Gilpin, Global Political Economy:  Understanding the International Economic Order
( Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001 ) .chap. 4 and 5.

* E)3x 25, pp. 196-233, 362-363, 377-402.
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¥ Susan Strange, States and Markets: An Introduction to International political Economy (New York:
Basil Blackwell, 1988) . p. 18. Susan Strange, The Retreat of the State: The Diffusion of Power in the
World Economy ( Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1996 ) . pp. 171-172.

8 Susan Strange, “Structures, Values and Risk in the Study of the International Political Economy,” in
Barry R.J. Jones, ed. Perspectives on International Political Economy( London: Francis Printer Publishers,

1983) .pp.210-211.
» [z 28, pp. 209-210.



2IREEFH B+ wE 200644 8 81

HR > REBRFGIEH BB SR S 2 BIS TR 2 1 (power ) "B 4

B (authority ) ” » SE—ELAENMLMETE - P22 3547 (Robert Cox) HYfHEE e
AR 2B (Michael Mann ) B UAOFERIEIIEE - 25 BRI e EmET
FIEVETTEF . - BIBRRIEHES) (relative power) FUSHEMAEST (structural power) » ffi
BELHERNEREE - MR E BRI e - Bai . 2
TR FERET B ZEMEE () AR EMEE SRR 2 TR - AT
BT BRI ER E BN SETBERES IS a1
HYBRET » I L RIRTT — TR EAEBUARE ST - ARSI RIS SR /E P A e B 5o i B -
AT AR TR — B E I AR )T - BRI 2 B RO IS sy
871 SEIRABOEHEE  CEAE  RERAIEE A B - e eSS E R
TRTES) - G ARSI ER R, (BELR - £E - SRS
B0 TIEERRIE - BORETTIER: - VB A AR S R R AT - 1 —(E R MBSy
MR - H— AR SCRAAE MR AR T RSREEAE ST - B S B S TR R 4
R DAREREE I BB 2l BRI TE SRS TSR
oo B4 BRNEZR 2 - £ - SRIBAISEESS B JEHeERT s B 4
IEFIE R AREAEERIFER BN - YA RN RSREIAELE T - 2
(who ) #EFR{E A (HEHEIFEE (how) REVEIUIEEEDHIMFLEEME (what) HREEE -
ANUE - TPE WAFET (A — R E R - TR IER S SL235% (critical theory ) » -
BN 5'3227%E’ﬂ%%’lﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁtb%ﬁﬁqié’ﬂzﬁfé% OREAR SRR AR 0 12

1 IPE B9H5% - ReRIRAFR—EAITIERE - REER - RS EaEe e e rr—
LRI - B MR AR DB | BRI E R ER T R e
BBR — WETE IS A — SNSRI RS IE ? iRy EmE e
BT — AT aRAVHE B ST S R R B [ T M PR A P S A 4

0 48 pg 7% 7% T & Susan Strange, “Political Economy and International Relations,” in Ken Booth and
Steve Smith, eds. International Relations Theory Today( State College, PA: Pennsylvania State University,
1995) .p. 169. ‘

U E3E 30, p. 171.

2 Susan Strange, “An Eclectic Approach,” in C.N. Murphy and R. Tooze, eds. The New International
Political Economy (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1991) . p- 39.
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33 43| & Martin Carnoy, The State and Political Theory (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984). p.
86.

34 Stefano Guzzini, Realism in International Relations and International Political Economy (London:
Routledge, 1998). chap. 11.

35 Ronen Palan, Global Political Economy: Contemporary Theories ( London: Poutledge, 2000) .p. 2.
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[ ££ 35.

%7 Susan Strange, ed. “Preface” in Paths to International Political Economy (London: George Allen &

Unwin Press, 1984).
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39 peter Bachrach and Morton S. Baratz, Power and Poverty: Theory Practice (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1970). p. 44.

40 Steven Lukes, Power: A Radical View (London: The Macmillan Press, 1974). pp. 21-25.

1 Joseph Nye, “Soft Power,” Foreign Policy, 80, (1990) , pp.166-168. %, K SR b, B EUENE
—FE B ERIR B 6945 /7, B Stephen Krasner, Structural Conflict: T he Third World Against Global
Liberalism (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1985). p. 14.
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