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With the potential challenge of China’s rise in recent years against
America’s hegemonic status becoming ever clear, many countries are
becoming ever attentive on the successive development of the rise, the
possibility of power transition between China and the US, and whether China
will shift away from its former policy path of maintain the status quo.
Correspondingly, for Japan, not only is cooperation with US global strategy in
tying down China’s rise the main task of the US-Japan alliance, China in itself
has developed into an imagined strategic foe. It is worth pointing out that even
though the Shinzo Abe administration has repeatedly hinted in official
documents at China being the main security challenge for Japan while
continuing to increase its defense budget since 2014, Japan has also been in a
continuous search for opportunities to break the ice with China. In particular,
following the entry into office of Donald Trump, the emergence of strategic
uncertainties in Washington presents Japan with policy space to make strategic

adjustments to respond to new variables.
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