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The supply of energy such as oil and natural gas, is an important strategic
material for the development of the economy, industry and national defense of
modern countries. So far, the global primary energy consumption still relies
heavily on the fossil fuels. Therefore, when the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine
War in 2022 leads to the increasing of international sanctions against Russia,
one of major global oil and natural gas suppliers, their possible comprehensive
impact has become one of the important global issues recently.

After analyzing the change of Biden Administration’s energy policy
toward Russia, this article argues that because the U.S. is the world’s largest
producer of oil and natural gas products, and its oil trade was close to a balance
since 2019, and the proportion of U.S. imported energy from Russia is also
relatively low. Therefore, since Russia occupied the Crimea region of Ukraine
in 2014, the U.S. energy policy toward Russia has basically revolved around
the implementation of relevant sanction measures. During the Obama
Administration and the Trump Administration, most of the U.S. energy policy
toward Russia focused on limiting Russia’s production capacity and assisting
allies or friendly countries to reduce their energy dependence on Russia.

However, after the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine War in 2022, the Biden
Administration, under the overall strategy of promoting comprehensive
sanctions against Russia in Europe, the United States and other global partner

countries, has turned the sanctions against Russia’s oil sector into the
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combinational measures of blocking its important overseas export markets,
strengthening and escalating the sanctions to limit Russia’s production
capacity. Finally, in addition to explaining the possible main impact of the
change of Biden Administration’s energy policy toward Russia, this article also
provides several foci of observation for the reference of related research in the

future.
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4 A. Sait Sonmez and Sedat Cobanoglu, “The Use of Energy Resources as Foreign Policy Tools:
the Russian Case,” European Scientific Journal, Vol. 12, No. 11 (April 2016), pp. 81-83;
Policy Department for External Relation, European Parliament, “Energy as a Tool of Foreign
Policy of Authoritarian State, in Particular Russia,” April 2018,
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8_EN.pdf.
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6 Carlos Pascual, “The New Geopolitics of Energy,” Center on Global Energy Policy, Columbia
SIPA, September 2015, pp. 11-12, https://relooney.com/NS3040/000_New_2395.pdf.
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14 Executive Order 13660, “Blocking Property of Additional Persons Contributing to the
Situation in Ukraine,” 79 Federal Register 13493, March 24, 2014,
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2014/03/24/2014-06612/blocking-property-of-add
itional-persons-contributing-to-the-situation-in-ukraine.
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