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Climate change is among the most significant subjects of debate in
politics and economics. To avoid the imposition of international sanctions, the
countries that signed the Kyoto Protocol have been devoted to energy saving
and carbon reduction (ESCR). China as a devel oping country highly dependent
on fossil fuels, however, is at crossroads when attempting to give equal
consideration to ESCR and economic development. My research tentatively
finds that China is adopting two major strategies: first, waiting and seeing
without taking essential steps and second, proposing specious slogans for
which a great deal of money has been invested. Despite its high economic
growth, China is very likely to suffer slow economic progress if materializing
those essential steps, which appear impractical with the fact that they will not
necessarily be taken into serious consideration by local governments. Because
the ideas of the U.S. and European countries still have varied in related issues,
my conclusion tends to be that China’s current strategy in response to
international pressure is to remain vaguely inactive and see what is going to

happen while taking a perfunctory attitude with specious slogans.
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Fo- 23R A B RRCO2 #2225 H i+ GDP £ x CO2

CO2HFieE ((SaBktbE%) | &Ffr GDPHER CO2 (AT CO2/%ETT)
A5y 2005 2006 2007 2005 2006 2007
271.36 | 280.03| 289.62
EEARE 0.5 0.49 0.47
(R | EANE | (RN
S EN 18.80 20.17 21.00 0.63 0.63 0.60
FE 21.44 20.34 19.92 0.53 0.51 0.50
e 5.69 5.67 5.48 1.12 1.08 0.99
213 4.23 4.46 457 0.34 0.34 0.33
HA 4.47 433 4.27 0.35 0.34 0.34
e 3.00 2.94 2.76 0.37 0.37 0.34
JIEN 2.02 1.92 1.98 0.55 0.53 0.55
e 1.95 1.92 1.81 0.31 0.31 0.29
CEAE 1.65 1.70 1.69 0.47 0.47 0.46
et 1.21 1.19 1.20 0.24 0.23 0.22
EELS 1.22 1.22 1.19 0.71 0.70 0.67
EUEEf 1.44 1.49 1.51 0.38 0.40 0.37

BRI ¢ International Energy Agency, Key World Energy Statistics 2007, 2008, 2009 Edition.
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2 Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons,” Science, No.162 (1968), pp.1243-1248.

% R. M. Dawes, “The Commons Dilemma Game: An n-Person Mixed-Motive Game with a
Dominating Strategy for Defection,” ORI Research Bulletin, No.13 (1973), pp.1-12.

# Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
1965).

5 Elinor Ostrom, Governi ng The Commons. The Evolution of Ingtitutions for Collective Action
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990); Elinor Ostrom and James Walker, “Neither
Markets nor States: Linking Transformation Processes in Collective Action Arenas,” in Dennis
Mueller ed., Perspectives on Public Choice: A Handbook (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 1997).
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& Ostrom, Governing The Commons.

TA. Agrawa and C.C. Gibson, Communities and the Environment: Ethnicity, Gender and the
Sate in Community-Based Conservation (New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 2001).
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9 Ostrom, Governi ng The Commons; Agrawal and Gibson, Communities and the Environment.

Vpmp e s (BT A T RN RSB ERT B AR B I RS
(B HEE) % 488 (2007 #) > F. 67-86 °

™ Elinor Ostrom, Understanding Institutional Diversity (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
2005).
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