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Since the end of the Cold War, regionalisation processes have arisen in a
world experiencing globalization. In East Asia, the Sub-regional Economic
Zones (SREZs), involving links between segments of neighbouring states, were
seen as a great opportunity for promoting mutual regional economic
development. However, most projects have failed to perform, and only two
SREZs - the Singapore-Johore-Riau (SIJORI) and Greater South China
Economic Zone (GSCEZ) - can be considered successful in the region; even
these two SREZs developed without close reations to the end of the Cold War
and the continuing trend towards globalization. The objective of this article
seeks to find the reasons why such seemingly plausible projects have not been
successful. What kinds of regionalism succeed or fail? What are the key factors
that could make sub-regionalism in East Asia work? This article first looks at
SREZs in the theoretical context, which emphasizes on the significance of
relative gains for states in participating cooperation, and then compares the
experiences of both successful and unsuccessful SREZs. It argues that the
political commitment of governments is more crucial as a facilitating factor for

regionalism, although the importance of private sector cannot be denied.
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! See Richard Pomfret, Regionalism in East Asia: Why has It Flourished since 2000 and How
Far WII 1t Go (New York: World Scientific Publishing Company, 2010); Edward Lincoln, East
Asian Economic Regionalism (Washington D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 2004); Anthony
Payne and Andrew Gamble, “Introduction: The Political Economy of Regionalism and World
Order,” in Andrew Gamble and Anthony Payne eds., Regionalism and World Order (London:
Macmillan Press, 1996), pp.1-20. Also see the special issue of Third World
Quarterly, Vol.20, No.5 (1999).
Kenichi Ohmae, The Borderless World: Power and Srategy in the Interlinked Econony
(London: Cadllins, 1990), pp.183, 195.
s 3 MR R ¢ 3t 0 3% lan Clark, “Beyond the Great Divide: Globalization and the
Theory of Internationd Relations,” Review of International Sudies, Vol.24, No.4
(1998), pp.479-498.
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° Chia Siou Yue, Motivating Forces in Subregional Economic Zones (Honolulu: Pacific
Forum/CSIS, 1993), p.1.
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6 Ibid., pp.3, 17-19;

" See Ross Garnaut, Open Regionalism and Trade Liberalisation: An Asia-Pacific Contribution
to the World Trade System (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 1996).

8 Jose Tongzon, The Econorries of Southeast Asia: The Growth and Development of ASEAN
Economies (Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 1998), p.88.
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°® Brian Bridges, “Beyond Economics: Growth Triangles in Southeast Asia” Asian
Perspective, Vol.21, No.1 (Spring/Summer 1997), pp.63-64.

0 1bid., pp.58-60.

1 See Mingjiang Li and Chong Guan Kwa, China-Asan Sub-Regional Cooperation:
Progress, Problems, and Prospect (Singapore: World Scientific Publishing Company, 2011);
John Ravenhill, “Fighting Irrelevance: an Economic Community with ASEAN
Characterigtics,” The Pacific Review, Vol.21, No.4 (2008), pp.469-488.
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2 Robert Jervis, “Redism, Neo-liberalism, and Cooperation: Understanding the Debate,”
International Security, Vol.24, No.1 (1999), pp.42-63.

13 Edward Morse, “International in World Affairs,” in James Rosenau et d. eds., World Palitics;
An Introduction (New York: The Free Press, 1976), pp.660-681.

4 Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye, Power and Interdependence: World Politics in Transition
(Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1977), p.8.
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> Joseph Grieco, “Anarchy and the Limits of Co-operation: A Realist Critique of the Newest
Liberal Institutionalism,” in David Baldwin ed., Neorealism and Neoliberalist The
Contemporary Debate (New York: Columbia University Press, 1993), p.128.

16 K echane and Nye, op. cit., p.13.

Y Frederich Wu, “From Self-Reliance to Interdependence? Devel opmental Strategy and Foreign
Economic Palicy in Post-Mao Ching,” Modern China, Vol.7, No.4 (1981), p.448.

8 Kal Holsti, “A New International Politics? Diplomacy in Complex Interdependence,”
International Organization, Vol. 32, No.2 (1978), p.530.

% Joseph Grieco, “Understanding the Problem of International Cooperation: The Limits of
Neolibera Institutionalism and the Future of Redlist Theory,” in David Baldwin ed., op.
cit., p.315.
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® Helen Milner, “International Theories of Co-operation Among Nations” Wbrld
Politics, Vol.44, No.3 (1992), pp.482-483.

2 John Matthews, “Current Gains and Future Outcomes: When Cumulative Relative Gains
Matter,” International Security, Vol.21, No.1 (1996), pp.116-117.
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% Helen Milner, “The Assumption of Anarchy in International Relations Theory: a Critique,”
Review of International Sudies, Vol.17 (January 1991), p.81.
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Devel opment (Kuala Lumpur: Institute of Strategic and International Sudies, 1996), p.31.
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® Acharya, op. cit., pp.35-36.

% bid., p.30.
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% See Glenn Drover et d., Regionalism and Sub-regionalism in East Asia: The Dynamics of
China (New York: Nova Science Publishing, 2000).

® Donald Wesatherbee, “The Foreign Policy Dimensions of Sub-regional Economic Zones,”
Contemporary Southeast Asia, Vol.16, No.4 (1995), pp.422-423.
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