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Due to policy negligence in the Bush administration, the United States
failed to play a leading role in the multi-track and multi-layered process of
Asia-Pacific regional institution-building. After Obama took over the
Presidential office in 2009, new policies were adopted to redirect the U.S.
strategic pivot to Asia. The regional multilateral approach in particular has
boosted the U.S. leverage over regional developments in the past two years.
This paper discusses the implications of U.S. multilateral approach to the
development of Asia Pacific regionalism against the strategic backdrop of U.S.
return to Asia. The U.S. participation in East Asia Summit, as opposed to
ASEAN Regional Forum and ASEAN Defense Ministerial Meeting Plus, is
expected to have a greater impact on regional dynamics in three aspects: the
dynamics of East Asia community building, the agenda setting in East Asia
Summit, and the efficacy of ASEAN centrality. The new developments may
lead to another round of geo-strategic competition among powers. Structural
factors addressed in neo-realism might surpass the effect of regime building
suggested in neoliberal institutionalism to explain the future of Asia-Pacific

regionalism.
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5 Kurt Campbell and Daniel Russel, “U.S. Foreign Policy in the Asia-Pacific,”
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