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Even as we make difficult decisions about going to war, we must also
think clearly about how we fight it. The Nobel Committee recognized
this truth in awarding its first prize for peace to Henry Dunant - the
founder of the Red Cross, and a driving force behind the Geneva
Conventions. Where force is necessary, we have a moral and strategic
interest in binding ourselves to certain rules of conduct. And even as we
confront a vicious adversary that abides by no rules, I believe that the
United States of America must remain a standard bearer in the conduct
of war. That is what makes us different from those whom we fight. That
is a source of our strength. That is why I prohibited torture. That is why
I ordered the prison at Guantanamo Bay closed. And that is why I have
reaffirmed America's commitment to abide by the Geneva Conventions.
We lose ourselves when we compromise the very ideals that we fight to
defend. And we honor those ideals by upholding them not just when 1t
is easy, but when it is hard.
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