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Defensive realism, which is frequently referred to as “structural realism,” came to
the scene in the late 1970s with the appearance of Waltz’s Theory of International
Politics. Unlike Morgenthou, Waltz does not assume that great powers are inherently
aggressive because they are infused with a will to power; instead he starts by assuming
that states merely aim to survive.

Offensive realists, on the other hand, believe that status quo powers are rarely
found in world politics, because the international system creates powerful incentives
for states to look for opportunities to gain power at the expense of rivals, and to take
advantages of those situations when the benefits outweigh the costs. A state’s
ultimate goal is to the hegemon in the system.




