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It is my firm conviction that the continuing rise of China will have huge
consequences for Taiwan, almost all of which will be bad. Not only will
China be much more powerful than it is today, but it will also remain deeply
committed to making Taiwan part of China. Moreover, China will try to
dominate Asia the way the United States dominates the Western
Hemisphere, which means it will seek to reduce, if not eliminate, the
American military presence in Asia. The United States, of course, will resist
mightily, and go to great lengths to contain China’s growing power. The
ensuing security competition will not be good for Taiwan, no matter how it
turns out in the end. Time is not on Taiwan’s side. Herewith, a guide to what
is likely to ensue between the United States, China and Taiwan. When China
started its impressive growth in the 1980s, most Americans and Asians
thought this was wonderful news, because all of the ensuing trade and other
forms of economic intercourse would make everyone richer and happier.
China, according to the reigning wisdom, would become a responsible
stakeholder in the international community, and its neighbors would have
little to worry about. Many Taiwanese shared this optimistic outlook, and
some still do. They are wrong. By trading with China and helping it grow
into an economic powerhouse, Taiwan has helped create a burgeoning
Goliath with revisionist goals that include ending Taiwan’s independence
and making it an integral part of China. In sum, a powerful China isn’t just a
problem for Taiwan. It is a nightmare.
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