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"Over the centuries, world politics has been marked by repeated
historical dramas of order creation and destruction. International
order has risen and fallen, come and gone. At periodic moments,
leading states have found themselves seeking to create and maintain
rules and institutions of order. The most basic questions about world
politics are on the table: who commands and who benefits? The
struggle over order has tended to be, first and foremost, a struggle
over how leading states can best provide security for themselves. It is
a search for a stable peace. But states engaged in order building have
also gone beyond this and aftempted to establish a wider array of
political and economic rules and principles of order. They have
sought to create a congenial environment in which to pursue their
interests. Along the way, the rights, roles, and authority relations that
define the system are established. In all these ways, struggles over
international order are moments when states grapple over the terms
by which the global system will be governed, if it is to be governed
at all." (Tkenberry, 2011: 11) (25 %)
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