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China’s Strategy for Weapon Development
toward 21% Century

Ming-Yen Tsai
Abstract

Since the end of 1991 Gulf War, China has sought to modernize its national
defense capability and purchase new combat platforms, weapon systems and military
technologies from abroad. China is developing its weapon systems in the directions of
“actively taking the initiative” and “fighting a quick war.” Based on such thinking,
China has stressed the following few points in pushing for weapon modernization: (1)
boosting the air and naval projection capability in offshore areas; (2) deploying
next-generation missile forces; and (3) developing hardware and software for
conducting information warfare and asyrhmetric warfare. Since the end of the Cold
War, the operational range and offensive capabilities of the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) air and naval forces have been proinoted. Nevertheless, China’s defense
industries have suffered problems in designing and producing advanced armaments on
their own. Such development has propelled China to rely more and more on weapon
supplies of foreign countries, in particular; Russia. It should be noted that Russia itself
is increasingly lagging behind the US in many technological arcas due to the lack of
funds. Importing Russian-made weapons could help speed up the modernization of
PLA in the present stage. But in the long run, it will become a disadvantage to China

in its catching up with the military development of the Western countries.

Key words: PLA’s modernization; China’s armament policy; arms transfers; military

strategy; assessment of threat



