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In recent years the People's Liberation Army (PLA) has carried out regular
military exercises around Taiwan. According to the U.S. Defense Report,
Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s Republic of China
2022, the PLA possesses “Anti-Access/Area Denial” ability within the first
island Chain. If China were to invade Taiwan the first step would be to
establish a total Air and Maritime Blockade around Taiwan to prevent foreign
forces from intervening in a Taiwan Strait conflict. The Taiwan Strait is an
important route connecting the South China Sea and East China Sea. If right of
passage through the Taiwan Strait is blocked it will affect trade activities of the
whole Indo-Pacific region. This article employes the method of scenario
analysis to examine how foreign powers, mainly the United States, would

intervene in such a conflict.
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