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After independence, the Malay(si)an government continued and adopted

the cultural policies and racial ideologies left by the British colonialist. The



Malay majority was in awe of the political, economic and cultural power they
lost during the colonial period. Efforts were made to re-establish the superior
and exclusive status of the Malays in the country known as “Tanah Melayu”
(Malay land). Therefore, in educational and cultural institutions, the national
narrative of Malay sovereignty or supremacy and Islamist characteristics are
strongly guarded, at the expense of mar-ginalizing minority groups’ history and
culture as well as colonial history, the Japanese occupa-tion era, Communist
struggles, etc. which are not conducive to mainstream discourse. In this
con-text, this article explores how the Chinese Malaysian, as a minority group,
use the formation of ethnic association to defend their own rights and interests;
at the same time, through the estab-lishment of cultural museums, they display
their historical memories and a hybridized Hoponess or Chineseness and
Chinese-Malaysianness as a unique Chinese identity within Malaysian

con-text.
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