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Russia has been a long-standing and time-tested partner for India. The

most important cooperation between the two countries is in the sensitive

defense field, mainly focusing on arms sales and military technology



cooperation. Statistics show that nearly two-thirds of India’'s military equipment
is from Russia. Although Russia is facing significant competition with the
Western countries in the arms sales to India, Russia is still India's largest arms
supplier. However, Armed-sales buyers around the world may look elsewhere
with the poor performance of Russia-made weapons used in the Russia-Ukraine
war. In particular, India, the largest importer of Russian weapons, may shift
toward buying more Western weapons and lessening its dependence on Russia,
while elevating production technology level to achieve the goal of a
self-sufficient defense industry in the future. Nonetheless, India will not
completely cut off its military cooperation and arms sales with Russia, as

Russia has reliably supported India on several contentious international issues.
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