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Using the metaphor of the “New Great Game,” this article examines the
strategic competition between China and Japan in Africa. The new
competition, to a large extent, is a direct result of the Belt and Road Initiative.
This author argues that the New Great Game reflects the development of
multipolar world order. The multipolar order is unrestricted by traditional
imagination and continues to evolve. The discussion proceeds in four parts.
Parts one and two observe China’s strategy of connecting with Africa through
the Maritime Silk Road and global initiatives, and Japan’s response to Chinese
expansion through the Asia Africa Growth Corridor and Free and Open
Indo-Pacific. In part three, the discussion turns to observe China and Japan’s
competition in Kenya and Djibouti. This article concludes with considerations
on the prospects of the New Great Game in Africa and new rounds of

competition between China and Japan in the Global South.
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! See: Mher Sahakyan, “Introduction: China, Eurasia and the Multipolar World Order 2.0,” in
Mher Sahakyan ed., China and Eurasian Powers in a Multipolar World Order 2.0:
Security, Diplomacy, Economy and Cyberspace (London: Routledge, 2023), pp. 1-7.
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Central Asia,” Journal of International Studies, Vol. 3 (2007), pp.92-105.
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% Ramakrushna Pradhan, “The rise of China in Central Asia: the new silk road diplomacy,”
Fudan Journal of The Humanities and Social Sciences, Vol. 11 (2018), pp. 9-29.
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* Michael McDevitt, “Beijing’s dream: becoming a maritime superpower,” The National
Interest, July 1, 2016,
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/beijings-dream-becoming-maritime-superpower-16812
Xi Jinping, “Full text of Xi Jinping’s report at 19th CPC national congress,” China
Daily, November 4, 2017,
https://mww.chinadaily.com.cn/china/19thcpcnationalcongress/2017-11/04/content_34115212.htm
Edward Sing Yue Chan, “China’s discourse of maritime power: a thematic analysis,” Journal
of Contemporary China, Vol. 33 (2024), pp.1-19; Michael McDevitt, China as a Twenty-first
Century Naval Power: Theory, Practice and Implications (Annapolis: Naval Institute
Press, 2024).
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12 Anoush Ehteshami, “The BRI and its rivals: the building and rebuilding of Eurasia in the 21st
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