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On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched an attack on Israel, triggering
widespread condemnation from the international community. Western
governments and their supporters regarded supporting Israel and eliminating
Hamas as the only justifiable course of action. However, Israel’s intense
military retaliation created a humanitarian crisis in Gaza, causing significant
divisions in global public opinion. A ceasefire agreement between Israel and
Hamas took effect on January 19, 2025. Numerous studies have discussed the
war and future predictions, yet the motivations behind Hamas' attack were
seldom explored in detail. Was the attack, as widely speculated, primarily
intended to disrupt Israel’s ‘“normalization” of relations with Arab states to
prevent its isolation? Moreover, academic and media discourses remain divided
on whether the subsequent developments following the October 7 incident
should be seen as conventional war or as genocide. This study uses English and

Arabic sources to address these two critical questions.
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! United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, “7 October: UN Experts Call
for End of Violence and Accountability After Year of Human Loss and Suffering and Blatant
Disregard for International Law,”
https://'www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/7-october-un-experts-call-end-violence-and-
accountability-after-year-human
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3 Arab Center, Washington DC, “Saudi-Israeli Normalization and the Hamas attack,”
https.//arabcenterdc.org/resource/saudi-israeli-normalization-and-the-hamas-attack/ ; “Hamas
Attack Aimed to Disrupt Saudi-Israel Normalization, Biden Say,” Reuters (October 21, 2023),
https.//www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-attack-aimed-disrupt-saudi-israel-normalization
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(1994), pp.24-25.
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¢ “Full Transcript of Crown Prince Interview on Reforms, Religious, Future of Saudi Arabia and
Relations with US,” Saudi Gazette (March 3, 2022), https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/617738
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Khalidi, Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Modern National Consciousness (New York:
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History of Settler Colonialism (New York: Metropolitan Books: 2020).

9 Avi Shlaim, The Politics of Partition: King Abdullah, the Zionists, and Palestine 1921-1951
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999); Benny Morris, The Brith of the Palestinian Refugee
Problem Revisited (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004); Ilan Pappe, The Ethnic
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10 Pappe, A History of Modern Palestine, pp.194-205.
' Sara Roy, “Palestinian Society and Economy: The Continued Denial of Possibility,” Journal
of Palestine Studies, Vol. 30, No. 4 (2001), pp. 9-12.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, “ESCWA Launches
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'8 Human Rights Watch, “A Threshold Crossed: Israeli Authorities and the Crimes of Apartheid
and Persecution,” pp. 81-91.

19 Tbid., p. 10.

20 “How Israel is Judaizing East Jerusalem,” Al-Jazeera (December 6, 2017),
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