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In the 19th century, Britain was a maritime hegemonic power with
numerous overseas colonies, and was known as the "empire on which the sun
never sets". However, Britain pursued isolationism and refused to form
alliances with European powers, attempting to control the entire world through
a balance of power strategy. British policies influenced the functioning of the
international system and determined the development and survival of many
countries.

When Southeast Asian countries fell one after another to the colonial
powers of Britain, France, the Netherlands, America, and others, only Siam
(Thailand) managed to maintain its sovereignty and independence. After World
War 1, Siam joined the League of Nations and formally sat on an equal footing
with countries like Britain and France.

However, the "Mekong Crisis" triggered by France in 1893 not only
brought shame to Siam through land concessions and indemnities, but also
placed its survival in the hands of the United Kingdom and France. The
negotiations between Siam, France, and the United Kingdom during the "
MaeNam Crisis" demonstrated the waxing and waning of great power
influence, as well as how weaker countries can survive in the international

structure of decision-making by stronger powers.
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