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In recent years, the government of Myanmar has listed the development of
hydroelectric power as a policy priority on the grounds that the nation lacks
domestic electricity infrastructure, and the insufficient power supply has stalled
the country’s economic development. Myanmar is also collaborating with
nearby countries (China and Thailand), with aggressive efforts exerted in
building dams. Construction for one of the largest dams in the country, the
Myitsone Dam, is currently suspended but likely to resume soon. It is located at
the confluence of the Mali Hka and N’mai rivers in Myanmar’s Kachin State.
Although the building of dams is due to Myanmar government’s intent to push
for economic development, it is, however, also closely connected to a wide
array of human security issues. Moreover, from the perspective of ethnic
conflicts, this development will intensify the hostility between the Myanmar
government and ethnic minority armed groups (such as the Kachin
Independence Organization), which will threaten the security of local residents.
In such a critical time, people in Myanmar and also around the world are
paying close attention to the resume construction of the dam. It is imperative to
conduct further investigations on the matter. The objective of this article is to
examine this from the perspective of human security, and the following two
research methods are applied: “first-hand observation” and “in-depth
interview”, with the following points examined: 1. The overall environmental
impact that the Myitsone Dam construction has on the Kachin State; 2. The
state of ethnic confrontation in Myanmar due to issues caused by the dam
construction; 3. The lifestyle changes that the Kachin people have experienced
due to the dam construction. Finally, it is also intended for this study to provide
a new way for people in Taiwan to learn about Myanmar through an

environmental perspective.
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