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Since the Lee Myung-bak administration, South Korea has found it
onerous to handle challenges from North Korean provocation, Sino-U.S.
competition, and the deterioration of the ROK-Japan relationship. Therefore, in
Park Geun-hye’s “hedging” strategy, she attempted to offset risks from the
region by engaging with North Korea, intensifying the relationship with the
U.S. and China, and promoting regional integration.

This paper will discuss the implementation of Park’s “hedging” strategy
and the implications to South Korea. Although the Park Administration tried to
overcome risks from the region by a “hedging” strategy. However, Park's
policy failed since the development in Northeast Asia went beyond her

estimation.
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1 Scott A. Snyder, South Korea at the Crossroads: Autonomy and Alliance in an Era of Rival
Power (New York: Columbia University Press, 2018).
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2 Scott A. Snyder, South Korea at the Crossroads: Autonomy and Alliance in an Era of Rival
Power.

3 Scott A. Snyder, South Korea at the Crossroads: Autonomy and Alliance in an Era of Rival
Power.

4 Scott A. Snyder, South Korea at the Crossroads: Autonomy and Alliance in an Era of Rival
Power.
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5 Park Min-hyung and Chun Kwang Ho, “An Alternative to the Autonomy-Security Trade-off
Model: The Case Study of the US-ROK Alliance,” The Korean Journal of Defense Analysis,
Vol. 27, No. 1(March 2015), pp. 41-56; James D. Morrow, “Alliance and Asymmetry: An
Alternative to the Capability Aggression Model of Alliances,” American Journal of Political
Science, Vol. 35, No.4(November 1991), pp. 904-933.

6 Yul Shon, “South Korea’s Drive for Middle-Power Influence,” Global Asia, Vol.11,
No.1(Spring 2016), pp. 44-48.
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7 Park Geun-hye, “A Plan for Peace in North Asia: Cooperation among Korea, China and Japan
needs a correct understanding of history,” Wall Street Journal,
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887323894704578114310294100492, assessed
on November 10, 2020.

8 Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics (New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1979),
p.126.
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9 Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics, p.126.

10 Glenn H. Snyder, Alliance Politics (New York: Cornell University Press, 1997).

11 Stephen M. Walt, The Origins of Alliances (New York: Cornell University Press, 1987).

12 Stephen M. Walt, “Testing Theories of Alliance Formation: The Case of Southwest Asia,”
International Organization, Vol. 42, No.2(Spring 1998), pp. 275-316.
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14 Brock F. Tessman, “System Structure and State Strategy: Adding Hedging to the Menu,”
Security Studies, Vol. 21, No.2(2012), pp. 192-231.
15 Brock F. Tessman, “System Structure and State Strategy: Adding Hedging to the Menu.”
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16 Charles Ching-Han Wu, “Why Do States Hedge in East Asia: An Empirical Study on
Hedging,” Asian Perspective, N0.43(2019), pp. 557-584.

17 Kuik Cheng-Chwee, “The Essence of Hedging: Malaysia and Singapore’s Response to a
Rising China,” Contemporary Southeast Asia: A Journal of International and Strategic Affairs,
\Vol. 30, No.2(August 2008), pp. 159-185.

18 Kuik Cheng-Chwee, “The Essence of Hedging: Malaysia and Singapore’s Response to a
Rising China.”
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2 Krista E. Wiegand, “The South Korean—Japanese Security Relationship and the
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https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2013/05/09/politics/Full-text-of-President-Park-Geunhy
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