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The United States’ international image fell sharply after eight years of the



Bush administration. Coupled with long years of military campaigns
abroad, fiscal difficulties, growing domestic problems and China’s continued
rise, after the turn of government in 2008, the Obama administration introduced
the Return to Asia policy. Washington’s new policy would be consolidated by
the Pivot to Asia and the U.S. Rebalance Strategy, both policies that follow
similar strategic thinking. In order to realize the U.S. rebalance, the Obama
administration adopted a series of actions, including continued consolidation of
cooperation with allies in the Asia Pacific, establishment of new regional
partnerships, strengthening of cooperation with ASEAN, increased efforts in
mediating conflicts in the East Sea and the South China Sea, and support for
the TPP. Washington’s efforts are aimed at balancing the security challenges
and uncertainties raised by China’s rise and mitigating economic and financial
challenges at home. This article attempts to analyze the Obama administration ’s
Return to Asia policy in three parts: part one reviews the initiation of the
Return to Asia policy and its subsequent changes; part two discusses the
reasons for the policy; and part three explains the character and future prospect

of the policy.
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