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This paper interprets the complex relations between the Song-Xia War and
the Qingli Reforms by adopting an analytical framework of Securitization. The

major leaders of the Quingli Reforms, such as Fan Zhongyan and Ouyan



Xiu, play actually the role of securitizing actors. They construct the Xia army’s
invasion as an existential threat and, starting from this point, demand the use of
extraordinary measures step by step. Their securitizing discourses begin from
the military affairs, such as the qualification of army leaders, then involve the
discussions around the intersection of soldier recruit institution and public
finance, culminate in the Grand strategy level of allocating state’s resources. As
the securitization moves forward, not only appear the discords amongst the
supporters of Reforms, but also produce the collisions between the Reforms
and the Ancestral Laws — which is central to the Northern Song’s politics. The
extension of securitizing discourse, addressed by Ouyang Xiu, comes to
re-orient the concerns about existential threat from border intrusions to internal
strives. This reduces successfully the possibility of interrupting Reforms due to

the signature of Song-Xia Treaty..
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