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During the mid-term period of Japanese colonization in Taiwan
(1920-1937), the anti-colonization activities moved from armed conflict to
social and cultural maneuvers against political domination. Instead of an initial
dual confrontation, the relationship between the colonist and the colonized
peoples turned into an ambivalent and co-existing phenomenon, which cohered
perfectly with the key concepts of hybridity, third space, in-between and
ambivalence presented by critical theorist Homi Bhabha. Such terms describe
the ways in which colonized peoples have resisted the power of the colonizer.
At this time, many historical incidents including the role replacement of main
actors, the crossed culture of modernity and tradition, the complexity and
uncertainty of national identity, as well as the rise and fall of anti-colonist
movements could often be witnessed. Looking into the 17-year rebellion
history, the current academic discussion mostly centers on the hybridity and
ambivalence of a gray colonial phenomenon developed by the ruler and the
ruled. Yet there has been no research so far on what the true identity of this
gray hybridity is. The main purpose of this essay is to analyze the denotation
and connotation of this hybridity by way of post-colonialism and structuralism

theories.
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