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Moldova occupies the very focal point of Central and Eastern Europe
Countries’ democratization after the end of Cold War. Since some of the
non-EU countries in this region are still lingering between “return to Europe”
or “sovereignty” approach, Moldova evinces a tendency of adherence to
European Union. Democracy promotion strategy is also one of the most
important EU’s foreign policy goals after its eastward enlargement. Significant
efforts are under way to evaluate more the results of one specific version of
democracy promotion, namely the effects of external incentives in EU’s
neighbor area. Political elites of EU select incentives as a dominant strategy
when they seek to induce/compel political measures within another regime.
Inevitability is the huge imbalance in the overall incentive structure and
structurally dependence between EU member states and the individual
candidate country. The author argues that, incentives will likely to create
impetus as the target countries have more willingness to initiate bilateral

interflow and institutional reform. Moreover, with the help of learning process

explanation, we may find that regional demonstration effect is another topic

worth of paying more attention.
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! David Potter et al., Democratization (Cambridge: Cambridge Polity Press, 1997).
2 Samuel Huntington, The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century
(Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma, 1991).
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® Dankwart Rustow, “Transitions to Democracy: Toward a Dynamic Model,” Comparative
Politics, Vol.2, No.3 (1970), pp.337-363; Georg Sorensen, Democracy and Democratization
(Singapore: Westview Press, 2008), pp.46-53.

7 Sorensen, op. cit., pp.49.
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8 Juan Linz, “Transitions to Democracy,” The Washington Quarterly, Vol.13, No.3 (1990),
pp-143-164.

% Krzysztof Wojtowicz, “Proposed Changes in the Polish Constitution of 1997 ahead of Poland ’s
Accession to the European Union,” in Wiadystaw Czaplinski ed., Polands Way to the
European Union (Warsaw: Scholar Publishing House, 2002).
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13 Paul Pierson, “Increasing returns, Path Dependence and the Study of Politics,” American
Political Science Review, Vol.94, No.2 (2000), pp.257-259.
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Politics, Vol.7, No.2 (1998), pp.100-133.
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