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As compared with international academic community committed to the
building of analytic frameworks, observable indications and assessment
measures for failed state studies, Taiwanese academia has not yet seen the
similar efforts. Failed state is still a young term for Taiwan, casting uncertainty
and chaos to the IR policy makers and researchers, often inappropriately
identified as the acronyms of terrorism.

As such, for a better understanding of the terminology, concept, definition
and agenda for failed state studies, this paper will present a trajectory of state
failures and display some credible measurement indicators through a wide
literature review and the case study of Nigeria. The purpose of the paper is to
result in more coverage of analytic work for observation and evaluation of the
state failures and the spillover risks. Through this article, it will be seen that the
nexus between governance, security and development exercises a powerful
explanation effect and illuminates the implication of fragility for theory and

policy.
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