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Faced with international diplomatic isolation rendered due to the collapse
of the US-USSR bipolarity, and domestic financial crisis by early 1990s, India
was propelled to launch historical “Look East Policy” (LEP) for seeking
political and economic energy, beginning with the rebuilding of the link with
Southeast Asia. Under a holistic Asia-Pacific strategy construction, the making
and implementing of LEP has brought ASEAN to its core, make the policy
“ASEAN-centric”’, with one focus on the participation of ASEAN ‘s
political, economic and security institutions. Since the launch of LEP in
1992, the element of ASEAN has not been marginalized in LEP. Through
LEP, India has been integrated into the regional power structure and its security
role constructed positively with ASEAN’s extensive support. This article will
explore the construction of security role for India in Southeast Asia along the
evolution of LEP, how the eastward-looking course has been “ASEAN-centric”
and why ASEAN nations have not born “Indophobia” as
“Sinophobia”(Anti-Chinese sentiment) and instead, welcomed India’s

involvement in the region.
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