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South China Sea disputes are one of the most complex contemporary
international security issues. Historically, they triggered two wars among the
claimants. The situation calmed down during the post-Cold War period yet
escalated again after 2009. A look into the major causes for the clamorous
situation revealed the delineation issue associated with the Law of the Sea and
also the significantly increased involvement of the United States and China
over the past few years in the disputes. Contemporary South China Sea
disputes have implicitly become the wrestle arena between the powers: the US
and China. In order to know why the United States and China turned proactive
and aggressive over South China Sea disputes in terms of their attitude and the
action they take, this article focuses on the macro-strategy planning of these
two countries and points out the fact that the South China Sea is pivotal to the
implementation of the United States and China of their external strategies; it is
of deep strategic value for both parties. As far as the US is concerned, by
proactively interfering with South China Sea disputes, it helps successfully
re-orient its regional strategy, strengthen the US power base in East Asia, and
prevent China from expanding further. For China, on the other hand, the South
China Sea concerns the prospects of its maritime strategy; by reinforcing
control over the sea, it is of far-reaching benefits as far as the economic interest
and military security are concerned. Under these circumstances, South China
Sea disputes are where the US and China meet in strategic planning and the
cause of the mutually competitive situation in the region between the United

States and China over the past few years.
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