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Since the army seized the government, Burma entered the period of
military regime and was renamed as “Myanmar” more than fifty years. Due to
the military ruling’s political depression and human violation, Myanmar’s
inherent economic and strategic significance has been ignored for decades
under international sanction and isolation. China became the sole military and
economic resort for the “pariah government.” Burma/Myanmar seems a
missing part of Asia-Pacific map since 1960s. In wake of political and
economic  reform  programme  leading toward the path of
democratization, Myanmar gradually brought a close to “door-locking” policy
and reopened the country to the rest of world in the transition from military
dictatorship to civilian politics, the 2010 and 2015 election making a landmark.
This country’s economic endowment and geographic location which links
South Asia and Southeast Asia as the only ASEAN member bordering the two
economic giants, China and India, and looks outward to Indian Ocean and
Malacca Strait, came to limelight on Asia-Pacific powers game which United
States, China, Japan and India have been involved. Myanmar comes to be a
heartland for the powers competing for resources, dominance and influence on
Southeast Asia area. The strategic concern shared by Myanmar, US, Japan and
India is how to prevent the resurgence of China’s dominance over Naypyidaw
authority, and for China, it matters to break the formation of encirclement
imposed by the outer powers through Myanmar. Myanmar's openness and
reform brings forth a new page for the relink with the region and
international, reveals the significance of her endowment and geographic

location, unavoidably accompanied by the major powers strategic competition.
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This article will explore how Myanmar's democratization made a shift on its
external relation with Asia-Pacific Powers and in the dynamics, how the
newly-shaped country formulates a balanced and stable bilateral relationship in

the area.
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