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This article construes India’s oil security strategy in the regional security
structure of oil from the perspective of two notions: dependence and
risk, which are inherent in social exchange relationships. Hence, in the
international energy structure, the communication channels, transportation
channels, and pipelines among actors can determine states’ perception of
energy security. With the rising oil demand at home, India attempts to meet its
domestic demand and to ensure its oil supply security, through three ways:
domestic production (reducing import dependency), overseas production
(reducing import dependency), and overseas imports (increasing and spread
overall dependency). In terms of oil imports, traditionally, India’s oil supply
security (near two third) is dependent upon Middle Eastern countries because
of lower transportation costs and overseas Indians in the region. Finally, the
construction of natural gas pipelines can be the other option to ensure India’s
oil security. Confronting China’s Eurasian energy bridge and “One Belt One
Road” strategy, India seeks to link its pipelines to the East (Myanmar), the
West (Iran), and the North (Turkmenistan).

However, under the US’ support and influence, among the four pipeline
projects, “Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI)” pipeline project is
the only scheme that might be completed in the future. This article concludes
that after the lifting of economic sanctions against Iran and the finalization of
India’s full membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization in 2016, the
dynamics of the South Asia-Central Asia-the Middle East trilateral relations
will become the focus of the observation for comprehending India’s oil security

strategy in the future.
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