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When the early steps towards creating a uniting Europe were made in the
1950s, there had been considerable reservations within the British Government
over the matter on whether Britain should participate in such arrangements. As
time went by, these hostility and distrust towards closer European integration
have evolved and gradually been politicalized in parallel to the successive
developments of the European Union, whereas the term “Euroscepticism”, no
longer an exclusive British phenomenon, has come to be equated with different
forms of opposition to European integration. Today, growing Euroscepticism
within Britain has not only significantly increased support for UKIP’s far-right
politics which resulted in Brexit's referendum, but also giving rise to
Eurosceptic parties across the Continent. By analyzing the development of
Euroscepticism and its process of being politicalized in the UK, this article
explores the role of British Euroscepticism in the rise of UKIP and discusses
their influence upon the vote choice in the Brexit Referendum. With doing
s0, this study aims to provide a better understanding for the research on the role

and effects of Euroscepticism in the European integration process.
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! Paul Taggart and Aleks Szczerbiak, “Contemporary Euroscepticism in the party systems of the
European Union candidate states of Central and Eastern Europe,” European Journal of
Political Research, Vol. 43, No. 1(2004), pp. 1-27.
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® Bill Jones, British Politics Today: Essentials 6 edition (Manchester: Manchester University
Press, 2013), Chapter 21.

" Oliver Daddow, “Margaret Thatcher, Tony Blair and the Eurosceptic Tradition in Britain,”
British Journal of Politics and International Relations, Vol. 15, No. 2 (2013), p. 214.
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9 Ibid..

% Hugh Gaitskell, “Speech against UK membership of the Common Market”, delivered at the
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1945-1998 (London: Routledge, 2014), p. 116.
2 Nicholas Startin, op. cit., p. 313.
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(2015), p. 142.

¥ See Robert Harmsen and Menno Spiering (eds.), op. cit., p.17; Polgar, Istvan, “Euroscepticism,
an Increasing Phenomenon among the Member States. Road to Brexit,” Revista Roméana de
Geografie Politicd, No. 2 (2016), p. 87; Nicholas Startin, op. cit., p. 316; Chris Gifford, “The
UK and the European Union: Dimensions of Sovereignty and the Problem of Eurosceptic
Britishness,” Parliamentary Affairs, Vol. 63, No. 3 (2010), p. 322.
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Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), p. 3.

% Robert Harmsen and Menno Spiering (eds.), op. cit., pp. 16-17.
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* p. Kopecky and C. Mudde, “The Two Sides of Euroscepticism: Party Positions on European
Integration in East Central Europe,” European Union Politics, Vol. 3, No. 3(2002), p. 3.
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http://www.politicsresources.net/area/uk/man/ukip97.htm; “UK Independence Party, 2001
General Election Manifesto,” 2001,
http://www.politicsresources.net/area/uk/e01/man/ukip/UKIP2001.htm.
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p. 3.
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