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If human society cannot eliminate all armed conflicts, then the Strategic
Studies are responsible for understanding the conflictual phenomena. This
article points out the main epistemological and ontological discords between
those who advocate the Critical Security Studies and, strategists who tried to
counterattack by evoking the essential theoretical elements from Clausewitz
and Schelling. By breaking out of the arbitrary dichotomy of this debate, we
seek to reinstall a theoretical foundation for new Strategic Studies. During the
Cold War period, Strategic Studies were dominated by the positivist
epistemology. By concentrating on the US-Soviet rivalry and the nuclear
deterrence, Strategic Studies moved away from Clausewitz’s tradition of
combining both subjective and objective approaches. But on the other side, the
Critical Security Studies scholars identify Security Studies with Strategic
Studies, and try to legitimate their project of Security Studies enlargement by
adopting the dichotomous strategy of positivism/reflectivism from International
Relations debates. The materialist ontological assumption of positivism has
been used for attacking Strategic Studies by Critical Security Studies as
well, however, they neglected that both Clausewitz and Schelling have paid
attention to the effects of moral and will. Our example of meaning construction
of geographic factors in different strategic levels shows how
subjective/objective cognition and moral/material factors can be studied upon
an eclectically inclusive posture of both ontology and epistemology.
Finally, based on the discussion on the ontological status of state, we propose
an armed conflict approach within the referential framework as the connotation

of Strategic Studies.
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! Keith Krause and Michael C. Williams, eds., Critical Security Studies: Concepts and Cases
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1997); Michael C. Williams, Culture and
Security: Symbolic power and the politics of international security (London and New York:
Routledge, 2007); Ken Booth, “Strategy and Emancipation,” Review of International

Studies, Vol. 17, No. 4 (1991), pp. 313-326; Richard Wyn-Jones, Security, Strategy and Critical
Theory (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1999).

Barry Buzan, Ole Waever and Jaap de Wilde, Security: A New Framework for Analysis
(Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1998); Emanuel Adler, “The Emergence of Cooperation: National
Epistemic Communities and the International Evolution of the Idea of Nuclear Arms Control,”
International Organization, Vol. 46, No. 1 (1992), pp. 101-145; C.A.S.E., “Critical Approaches
to Security in Europe: A Networked Manifesto,” Security Dialogue, Vol. 37, No. 4 (2006), pp.
443-487.

Stephen M. Walt, “The Renaissance of Security Studies,” International Studies Quarterly, \Vol.
35, No. 2 (1991), pp. 211-239; Pascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles
rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles études de sécurité’ et pensée stratégique,” Revue
Etudes internationales, Vol. 46, No. 2-3 (2015), pp. 231-252; Pascal Vennesson, “Is strategic
studies narrow? Critical security and the misunderstood scope of strategy,” The Journal of
Strategic Studies, Vol. 40, No. 3 (2017), pp. 358-391. Walt & _#k% & Jﬂf PR 2T E R
P mp e 3l a b FHE 2T 0 FF LML KRGy ke g

S

w



IFCAEH, v - 2018EF 47 35

\

deterrence) o “ASCEREEERR S (B G AR ERARMN 25 4008 - (Ealakm BB R
R T BTSRRI - T EXs e 2 AT ALE
FRFRFE SRR E F B R BRI DA A

3 Strategy i i FElF 5K H T AR SCHY strategza BY strategike » [F]
BE3EE THaEt ) (ruse)dl f%iE | (art of generalship) - AR EEEHN
BHE O » AINE R ER A 1/ \ A0 B PE B SR 4R B B 275 B B i (Leo
VNEFEZ/FREEES - B S i (tactics) ~ HIEHRETE ~ BUE ~ R
fiz$th FH BB BRI, ~ DU BUASENZS - *Strategy 5 7 SRS | B T ERES | [
FEHEE - AR IRBLAEEZE AR SEY) (B BF - HHHSIRTT) #
FHERIE 5] ol IR A 22 38 5 A1 BT LR s ey P ME A SR — 37 - "Grand
Strategy BEZANAEELIEHEFE L0 - (HEEEEEERING - &5
FEESE - SR T E AR RIL T T REKS | 5 (i Ry R E
&% o Colin S. Gray /& " Kkl | EF% h—(EZ eIt EREHHTE &R E
H > DUERHBOBRE Z BURB R » i X HIME T BB EEE | (military
strategy) & 5 k2t [FI RS E ) B B 2 0 DU HBUATRE Z B
SRy - PKE R RS T | (ways) > BEHE DU T EUSYESR T F
B | (means) > ZEERFTACZBUE T B ) (ends) » k2 EkES B0 »
HY ~ 750k~ FEEEERE 2SN Ba UL " 7E5% | (assumptions)sl " {5

* Barry Buzan and Lene Hansen, The Evolution of International Security Studies (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2009), p. 68.
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® Beatrice Heuser, “The History of the Practice of Strategy from Antiquity to Napoleon,” in John
Baylis, James J. Wirts, and Colin S. Gray (eds), Strategy in the Contemporary World (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2016), p. 17.
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® Colin S. Gray, The Future of Strategy, p. 10; The Strategy Bridge: Theory for Practice
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), pp. 28-33.
0 Colin S. Gray, The Future of Strategy, p. 20; The Strategy Bridge: Theory for Practice, Ch. 5.
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1 Keith Krause and Michael C. Williams, “From Strategy to Security: Foundations of Critical
Security Studies,” in Keith Krause and Michael C. Williams, eds., Critical Security Studies:
Concepts and Cases, pp. 49-51.

12 Keith Krause and Michael C. Williams, “From Strategy to Security: Foundations of Critical
Security Studies,” p. 50.

18 Michael C. Williams, Culture and Security: Symbolic power and the politics of international
security, p. 8.

4 Barry Buzan and Lene Hansen, The Evolution of International Security Studies, p. 21.

!5 Barry Buzan and Lene Hansen, The Evolution of International Security Studies, pp. 57, 245.
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16 pascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles
études de sécurité’ et pensée stratégique,” pp. 238-239.

7 Carl von Clausewitz, On War, edited and translated by Michael Howard and Peter Paret (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1993 [1832]), p. 101.

'8 Carl von Clausewitz, On War, pp. 83-86.

19 Carl von Clausewitz, On War, pp. 138-140.

2 pascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles
études de sécurité’ et pensée stratégique,” pp. 239-240.
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2L Thomas C. Schelling, Arms and Influence (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1966), p. 180.

2 Thomas C. Schelling, “Academics, Decision Makers and Security Policy During the Cold
War: A Comment on Jervis,” in Edward D. Mansfield and Richard Sisson, eds., The Evolution
of Political Knowledge (Columbus: Ohio State University, 2004), pp. 138-139.

2 Thomas C. Schelling, The Strategy of Conflict (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980
[1960]), p. 97.

2 Thomas C. Schelling, “Comments,” in Klaus E. Knorr and Thornton Read, eds., Limited
Strategic War (New York: Praeger, 1962), pp. 253-256.

% Ppascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles
études de sécurité’ et pensée stratégique,” pp. 240-241.
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% Ppascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles
études de sécurité’ et pensée stratégique,” p. 243.

7 Steve Smith, “Foreign Policy Is What States Make of It: Social Construction and International
Relations Theory,” in Vendulka Kubalkové, ed., Foreign Policy in a Constructed World
(Armonk and London: M. E. Sharpe, 2001), p. 42.

%8 Ppeter J. Katzenstein, Robert O. Keohane, and Stephen D. Krasner, “International Organization
and the Study of World Politics,” International Organization, Vol. 52, No. 4 (1998), p. 678.
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2 John Baylis, James J. Wirtz, and Colin S. Gray, Strategy in the Contemporary World (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2016), p. 13.

% Bradley S. Klein, Strategic Studies and World Order: The Global Politics of Deterrence

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), pp. 29-38; Barry Buzan, “‘Change and

Insecurity’ Reconsidered,” Contemporary Security Policy, Vol. 20, No. 3 (1994), pp. 2, 3, 8;

Michael C. Williams, Culture and Security: Symbolic power and the politics of international

security, pp. 8-21; Barry Buzan and Lene Hansen, The Evolution of International Security

Studies, pp. 2, 37.

Michael C. Williams, Culture and Security: Symbolic power and the politics of international

security, p. 8.

Barry Buzan, “‘Change and Insecurity’ Reconsidered,” p. 2.

Pascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles
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% Raymond Aron, Penser la guerre, Clausewitz I. L’age européen (Paris: Gallimard, 1976), p.

195-235; Ian Roxborough, “Clausewitz and the sociology of war,” The British Journal of
Sociology, Vol. 45, No. 4 (1994), pp. 622-3; Beatrice Heuser, The Evolution of Strategy:
Thinking War from Antiquity to the Present (Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 2010), pp. 137-170.

Carl von Clausewitz, On War, pp. 218-227.

Carl von Clausewitz, On War, p. 217.

Carl von Clausewitz, On War, p. 273.

Pascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles
études de sécurité’ et pensée stratégique,” pp. 244-245.
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¥ Thomas C. Schelling, Arms and Influence, pp. 93-94.

0 pascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles
études de sécurité’ et pensée stratégique,” pp. 245-246.

41 Pascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles
études de sécurité’ et pensée stratégique,” pp. 246-247.

2. Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1999), p. 40; Emanuel Adler, “Seizing the Middle Ground: Constructivism in World
Politics,” European Journal of International Relations, Vol. 3, No. 3 (1997), pp. 319-363. A+
§EHL REE 2 EWeg 2 awT 7 ¢ 4% 1 Peter J. Katzenstein (ed.), The Culture of
National Security: Norms and Identity in World Politics (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1996); Theo Farrell, “Constructivist Security Studies: Portrait of a Research Program,”
International Studies Review, Vol. 4, No. 1 (2002), pp. 49-72; Martha Finnemore, The
Purpose of Intervention: Changing Beliefs About the Use of Force (Ithaca and London:
Cornell University Press, 2003); Jef Huysmans, “Defining Social Constructivism in Security
Studies: The Normative Dilemma of Writing Security,” Alternatives, No. 27 (2002), pp.
41-62. A £ L e 2 B E A B en i eng T A 4947 %4 4 ¢k 1 ¢ Rudra Sil and
Peter J. Katzenstein, Beyond Paradigms: Analytic Eclecticism in the Study of World Politics
(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010).
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3 Pascal Vennesson, “Les études stratégiques sont-elles rationalistes et matérialistes? ‘Nouvelles
études de sécurité’ et pensée stratégique,” p. 246.

* Edward Luttwak, Strategy: The Logic of War and Peace (Cambridge: The Belknap Press of
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* Bradley S. Klein, Strategic Studies and World Order: The Global Politics of Deterrence, p. 35.

4 Pascal Vennesson, “Is strategic studies narrow? Critical security and the misunderstood scope
of strategy,” pp. 368-369.

8 peter Paret, Clausewitz and the State: The Man, His Theories, and His Times (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1985 [1976]); Raymond Aron, “Clausewitz et 1’Etat,” Annales.
Economies, Société, Civilisations, Vol. 32, No. 3 (1977), pp. 1260-1265; Andreas
Herberg-Rothe, “Clausewitz’s Concept of the State,” in Andreas Herberg-Rothe, Jan Willem
Honig, Daniel Moran, eds., Clausewitz, the State and War (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag,
2011), pp. 87-107.
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% pascal Vennesson, “Is strategic studies narrow? Critical security and the misunderstood scope
of strategy,” pp. 369-370.

® Carl von Clausewitz, On War, pp. 578-584.

52 pascal Vennesson, “Is strategic studies narrow? Critical security and the misunderstood scope
of strategy,” pp. 370-371.
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% Gabrielle M. Spiegel, “History, Historicism, and the Social Logic of the Text in the Middle
Age,” Speculum, No. 65 (1990), pp. 59-86.

* Richard K. Ashley, “Untying the Sovereign State: A Double Reading of the Anarchy
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of Sovereignty (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995); David Campbell, Writing
Security: United States Foreign Policy and the Politics of Identity (Minneapolis: University of
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Lives: Power in Global Politics (London and New York: Routledge, 2004).
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%8 Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics, pp. 67-77.
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