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The China’s Civil Aviation Administration fully activated the northward
route of the Airway M503 and its connecting routes of W121, W122 and W123
in Jan, 2018. This action has caused continuously severe protest from Taiwan
Government given the airway is very close to the midline of Taiwan Strait.
Therefore, this issue has been promoted from the level of civil aviation to
national security level in Taiwan. This situation has worsened the tangled
cross-Taiwan-Strait relation. In order to clarify the nature of this issue, this
paper first uses the technical angles of Air Traffic Management (ATM) and
territorial jurisdiction to distinguish the different understandings and argument
from both legal and political perspectives of China and Taiwan.

After distinguishing the difference and argument of this issue, this paper
intends to conduct an academic study base on a common basis. Last, based on
our analysis, we proposed a new concept of “Neutralized Civil Aviation
Zone* which is built by using two parallel airways namely the M503 and a
relocated L1. Therefore, we argue this air traffic controlling practice is able to
be considered as that the both government have a fuzzy mutual acquiescence in
recognizing the existence of the Midline of the Taiwan Strait.

We also make some policy suggestions and we do hope these suggestions
are able to provide authority and other scholars both theoretical and practical

reference ideas.
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