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As the largest trading bloc in the world, the European Unions (EU) knows
how to make use of its market appeal to set its own normative agenda when
negotiating trade agreements with third countries/regions, in order to pursue its
goals in its foreign policy. This "normative power" theory has seen extensive
discussion in the IR academia; in practice, the normative power of the EU is
constantly exerting influence through various channels in different parts of the
world, Asia is naturally included. Since the launch of the new trade strategy
"Global Europe: Competing in the World" in 2006, the EU has put Asian
countries as first priority partners for its great market potential. Ten years have
passed, as the time of writing, the only free trade agreement that the EU has
signed and gone into force in Asia is the one with South Korea. There are other
ten agreements that are still in different stages of negotiation. Taking a closer
look at these trade agreement negotiations, the EU has indeed inserted its
normative agenda into discussion with no exception. However, when
negotiating with different countries, the norms and conditions set by the EU are
somewhat different. This article will explore the differences in condition when
the EU negotiates and signs trade agreements with Asian countries, taking five
agreement negotiations which are in more advanced stage - with South
Korea, Japan, Singapore, Vietnam and China - for comprehensive comparison
and discussion. Finally, the analysis will come up with certain variables that
may affect the differences in EU's normative condition and examine

primordially their explanatory power.
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* B < : “Membership requires that the candidate country has achieved stability of institutions
guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and protection of
minorities, the existence of a functioning market economy as well as the capacity to cope with
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