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European Union is considered the most successful case of regional
integration. The scheme has been highly valued and learnt by others in the
world to seek for regional economic integration as well as regional
development. However, the fact that Theresa May, Prime Minister of
UK, formally triggered Brexit process in 29 March 2017 has caused great
debates both nationally and internationally: is UK ready to bear the cost of
leaving EU? Does Brexit imply that the EU model for regional integration has
come to the end? How would EU response to Brexit?

This article aims to explore the relations between UK and EU as
well as the relations between UK and those major powers in Europe
through document analysis under the historical context. The purpose of
this study is to understand the reasons why UK decided to leave EU, the
pros and cons and Brexit, as well as the influences that Brexit may bring

to UK and to regional integration in Europe.
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! The Electoral Commission, “EU Referendum Results,”
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/find-information-by-subject/elections-and-referendum
s/past-elections-and-referendums/eu-referendum/electorate-and-count-information.
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% Splendid Isolation, See Joseph Frankel, International Relations in a Changing World (Oxfords:
Oxford University Press, 1988), p. 132.

4 oen f X 3 ek 2 5 “We are with Europe, but not of it,” Winston Churchill wrote in

1930. “We are linked but not compromised. We are interested and associated but not absorbed.”

%% Alan Cowell, “Insularity Cuts 2 Ways for Britain”, The New York Times, 9 December,

2011, https://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/10/world/europe/10iht-letter10.html -
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1% Daniel Boffey, “David Cameron Believed Brexit Vote Would Never Happen, Says Donald
Tusk,” The Irish Times, 21 January, 2019,
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/david-cameron-believed-brexit-vote-would-never-h
appen-says-donald-tusk-1.3765926.


https://www.ly.gov.tw/Pages/ashx/File.ashx?FilePath=~/File/Attach/40965/File_14626.pdf
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/david-cameron-believed-brexit-vote-would-never-happen-says-donald-tusk-1.3765926
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/david-cameron-believed-brexit-vote-would-never-happen-says-donald-tusk-1.3765926
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1 Kimberly Amadeo, “Brexit Consequences for the UK, the EU, and the United States,” The
balance, 29 January, 2019, https://www.thebalance.com/brexit-consequences-4062999.; May
Bulman, “Brexit: People voted to leave EU because they feared immigration, major survey
finds”, The Independent, 28 June, 2017,
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/brexit-latest-news-leave-eu-immigration-
main-reason-european-union-survey-a7811651.html.
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https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/brexit-latest-news-leave-eu-immigration-main-reason-european-union-survey-a7811651.html
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18 «p Background Guide to ‘Brexit’ from the European Union,” The Economist, 24 February,
2016.; IMF, “Country Report-United Kingdom: Selected Issues,” IMF, 17 June, 2016,
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/scr/2016/cr16169.pdf.; HM Treasury, “HM Treasury
Analysis: The Long-Term Economic Impact of EU Membership and the Alternatives,” April
2016,
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/517415/treasury_analysis_economic_impact_of_eu_membership_web.pdf.


https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/scr/2016/cr16169.pdf
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/517415/treasury_analysis_economic_impact_of_eu_membership_web.pdf
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