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Taiwan started to develop its indigenous space technology capabilities and
possibly its space power from the 1990s. From 2016, Taiwan’s President Tsai

Ing-Wen has promised the new endeavor to boost Taiwan’s economy with a

stimulating policy focused on the “5+2 industrial priorities”, including

linking Taiwan’s aeronautic and astronautic industries to the global aerospace
economy  production and service chains. As the aerospace
technologies, particularly the technologies related with space launch, satellites

systems for tele-communications, Earth observation, and navigation, have
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become indispensable for important national policy issues, such as national
defense and security, advanced industrial upgrade, social economic
development, cultural heritages preservation and environmental protection, a
vibrant economy, such as Taiwan, undoubtedly follows the global trend to
improve or start to develop their own space capabilities. Nonetheless, with
Taiwan’s particular nation status, its ambiguous relations with China, and the
complex geopolitical situation in Asia, the development of Taiwan’s indigenous
space capabilities has naturally encountered important obstacles and challenges.
This article firstly addresses the issue about Taiwan’s motivation and national
strategy when the country grows its space capabilities and the likely space
power. Furthermore, we notice that any choice of Taiwan for developing its
own space capability and space power remains closely connected with its
sensitive role and limited room of maneuver notably in the complex
(astro-)geopolitics in Asia. However, a complex Asian regional space race that
intertwines competition and cooperation does not only imply Taiwan with
obstacles but also opportunities. Finally, although Taiwan is not a UN member
state, Taiwan will be needed to respect and integrate its national space policy to
the UN norms and rules for the peaceful use of outer space whilst growing its
own space capabilities. The good faith to fulfill the universal rules is noted not

only to satisfy all countries’ interests as well as for the entire humanity.
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1 Art. X, Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of
Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (Outer Space Treaty), 1967.

2 Joel A. Dennerley, “Emerging space nations and the development of international regulatory
regimes,” Space Policy, Vol. 35(2016), pp.27-32. p.27.
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% William J. Lynn, “A Military Strategy for the New Space Environment,” The Washington
Quarterly, Vol. 34, No. 3(2001), pp. 7-16.

* Jean-Frangois Mayence, “Space security: transatlantic approach to space governance,” In Jana
Robinson, Matthew Paul Schaefer, Kai-Uwe Schrogl and Frank von der Dunk eds., Prospects
for transparency and confidence-building measures in space (Vienna: European Space Policy
Institute, 2010), pp. 35-36.
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® Daniel Golston and Ben Baseley-Wakler, The Realities of Middle Space Power
Reliance, (Geneva: UNIDIR, 2015).

® L. Wei, “Trends and prospects of FSS capacity supply and demand in Asia-Pacific,” APSCC
Newsletter, Vol. 18, No. 3(2012), p. 4.
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