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The political system in Myanmar has been evolving from military
government to democracy which allows people to share their point of views on
politics. The early form of democracy did exist after general election in 2015
and presidential election in 2016. Looking back Myanmar’s history of electing
leaders from the chairman of State Peace and Development Council in
1992, the president elected by electoral college in 2011 to Aung San Suu Kyi
elected as State Counsellor in 2016, it clearly shows that the political system in
Myanmar is continuously changing. Hence, there are wide concerns on which
constitutional system Myanmar belongs in. In 2008 Constitution, there are not
much of explanations on “State Counsellor,” but relatively clear explanations
on the power of the president, legislator and military. Although Aung San Suu
Kyi is the real leader of Myanmar in practice, the constitution defines the
president is the head of government. The study analyzes the existing
Presidential System in Myanmar from normative and descriptive
perspectives, and observes the possibility of any changes on the existing
constitutional system because of setting up the position of “State Counsellor.”
In addition, the author discusses on the conflicts between traditional democracy
and Myanmar’s democracy from institutional perspective on Myanmar’s
constitution.
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® Laignee Barron, “Aung San Suu Kyi Defends Myanmar Against Rohingya Genocide
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1 See: 2008 Constitution of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar Art.203
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