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Kim Jong-un officially succeeded as North Korea’s third-generation
supreme leader in 2011and he first announced the dual policy on pursuit of
simultaneous economic and nuclear development. Furthermore, due to North
Korea restarted nuclear program and frequently conducts missile test in
2016, the bilateral relations between Pyongyang and Seoul hit a new low since
the Korean War. Moon Jae-in became President of South Korea in 2017 May
and announced that he will play an active role for shuttle diplomacy to
cooperate with U.S., Mainland China and Japan to promote North Korea for
denuclearization. On one hand, U.S. sustained “extreme pressure” of
economic sanctions on North Korea since 2018 and lead the development of
denuclearization negotiation to restrict North Korea on continuing to develop
nuclear weapons and ballistic missile technology. On the other hand, U.S. also
requested South Korea must fully cooperate with U.S., that is the reconciliation
process between South Korea and North Korea must be consistent with the U.S.



policy goal of achieving denuclearization. This paper tries to take the
perspective from Moon Jae-in administration and regional security to explore
the role transition and corresponding strategy on denuclearization of South
Korea and North Korea and it will also try to probe the influence on security
environment of the Korean Peninsula under the trilateral structure of the United
States, North Korea and South Korea.

This paper also examines the policy effectiveness of U.S. “extreme
pressure” toward North Korea. During 2018 to 2019, tripartite actors, the
United States, North Korea and South Korea had held two times of Trump-Kim
summit and three times of Moon-Kim summit that not only promote temporary
improvement of bilateral relations between North Korea and South Korea, but
also cool down the tense security situation of the Korean Peninsula. Kim
Jong-un Regime enters tenth year in office in 2021. U.S. Biden administration
also took office in 2021 January and announced U.S. will still reserve the space
for diplomatic dialogue with North Korea, however which will be quite
different from Trump administration’s “top-down summit” and “big deal”
approach for denuclearization. The paper predicts that U.S. would maintain
economic sanctions via the United Nations Security Council and other
international regimes and put intensify pressure on North Korea’s human rights
issues. U.S. would also keep on releasing open-door for “working level”
negotiations on denuclearization and observe if North Korea’s attitudes and
responses intend to take substantive actions on denuclearization that U.S.
would ease the sanctions against North Korea gradually and provide
corresponding economic assistance.
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