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The novel coronavirus ( Covid-19 ) pandemic has affected nearly every

country on earth and caused more than 180+ million people affected
worldwide, with nearly 4 million deaths. With the birth of vaccine, inoculation
comes to the last resort to the cease of global rising infections and deteriorating
economy. The efforts in securing vaccines are made with full might by any
affected countries. Vaccinating the world against COVID-19 comes to one of
mankind’s most critical non-wartime efforts ever. The year 2021 will be designed
for focusing on vaccines and the hope of a return to normalcy. While the vaccine
turns out a form of strategic resources for national security, how to obtain a
significant number of doses for effective inoculation enters the agenda of
international security. The vaccine supply-demand relationship is projecting a
diplomatic significance as vaccine valued as one diplomatic currency.

As the United States and other developed countries are struggling against
the unchecked pandemic and for procuring and hoarding mainstream
vaccines, China, Russia, and India are otherwise delivering out millions of
vaccines to developing areas under the guidance of “vaccine diplomacy,”
employed as an extension of their soft power and geopolitical strategy, ushering
the outset of race. With the return of America building a strategic alliance against

China’s expansion and dominance, the Southeast Asia area is becoming one of



the heated strategic competition amid big powers to exercise their vaccine
diplomacy for goals of soft and hard power mixed.

This essay explores how the vaccine-diplomacy race amid great powers is
taking shaping along the geopolitical strategy in the Southeast Asia area and the
vaccine policy making among ASEAN nation between public and political

calculation.
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! Evan Dyer, “Vaccine Wars: Nations Race to Win Friends and Influence through Vaccine
Distribution,” CBC News, 09 February 2021, https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/russia-india-
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Asia Pushes Back against China,” Reuter, 21 January 2021,
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Tirkey , “India’s Vaccine Diplomacy,” Foreign Policy, 22 January 2021,
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/01/22/india-world-pharmacy-vaccine-diplomacy-compete-
china/.



100 Review of Global Politics, No.75, July 2021

A BRI IZEZE - IR REETREE SR A s s el - £
TSRS MR TIE R AER (o BTHIBIRR B S AR A - T s R A R
BRI Y —ER  ERIP T S BRAIRE - ¢ ERTABIE EIMC R e — B R
o8] (% B LR SRR A - (LS B o ic4s T (B éaT) RaBra
FE s BEMERAFSRE TR/ - (iR
ROTRE - EREEELRAGITE R % - ° s R - fE
SR SR I R s — R RS 5 (strategic game ) = ° 3617252 1 B8 /iy A

= JREHFEEBUEBINMIHE® - RERFmE e ~ PRI E
ZRELPIE > DUk S8 BEBUREISER R (AIVEE - MEEEERER T2
FAMEHRE - R YMSRG  SREHIEECE  RESI P A ES
TLIAEHYHRER -

=5
A-
3
&
=
<k
&

Anne-Sylvaine Chassany, “The West Should Pay Attention to Russia and China’s Vaccine
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Tennenbaum, “China, Russia Steal a Vaccine Diplomacy March,” Asia Times, 08 February
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Laurent, “China and Russia Are Beating the West at Vaccine Diplomacy,” Bloomberg, 23
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Global Health Diplomacy,” Bulletin of the World Health Organization 162 (2007); William
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19 Tanisha M. Fazal, “Health Diplomacy in Pandemic Times,” p. 78.
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Covid-19 Asia Vaccine Coverage Developments 2021
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How some of the Covid-19 vaccines compare
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*preliminary phase three results, not yet peer-reviewed
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